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Salary of Manager at Shraddha Bhaban—$58/mo 
House rent for Shraddha Bhaban—$81/mo. 
Food for one person— $17/mo  
Annual textbooks for school children—$7 
Annual tuition for local college—$58 
Food for an orphanage of 50 children—$250/mo. 
A cow—$225 
Building Construction—$12-$15/sq.ft. 
Computer—$700 
School desk for three children—$36 
Mattress, bed sheet and pillow—$42 
A ceiling fan—$32 
Electricity for an entire school—$207 
Monthly salary for a teacher—$20-$90 
Monthly salary for a doctor—$225 
An umbrella—$2 
A blanket—$3-9 
A pair of shoes—$2 
Classroom size blackboard—$35 
Car rental and driver for one day—$30 
Mosquito net—$2 
School uniform—$4 

Steel plate, bowl and cup for one child- $2 
A bicycle—$47 
Rotating classroom library for 50 students—$100 
Truck rental for large item transport—$47/day 
Bricks to construct six toilets—$350 
One bag of cement—$4 
One man working as laborer—$1.50/day 
Several Braille books for a blind school—$50 
Educational aids for mentally retarded-  $120 
A small tube well for water and sanitation—$814 
Sewing Machine—$80 
Child’s backpack, pen and pad for writing—$2 
A cycle rickshaw—$100 
A cheap hand built 4’x6’ table—$37 
One year of medicine to save a child’s life—$480 
Cook’s salary—$35/mo. 
Baby formula—$32/mo. 
Toiletry Kit—$5 
Towel—$2 
Science equipment for a school—$233 
Sports equipment for a school—$210 
A trained counselor for teens—$70/mo. 
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Books and creative libraries were the focus during Grass-
roots Asia’s last trip to Orissa, India. 3,000 lbs. of English 
books, donated by the Pitkin County Library in Aspen and 
collected by high school students in Colorado, were 
shipped several months ago. They finally completed their 
journey to Orissa in December and sorting of the books 
began in January. Volunteer students from Ravenshaw 
Collage in Cuttack, Orissa helped with the task. Oriya and 
Hindi language books were also purchased locally for the 
multi-lingual libraries that were created. 
 
The books were donated 
to several schools includ-
ing  the Tulasi Women’s 
College of Kendrapara, 
Udayanath College of  
Science and Technology, 
Hariharananda Balashram,  
Patitapaban High School 
and the Sri Beleswar  
Gopinath Mahavidyalaya 
in Puri. 
 
Grassroots Asia has begun experimental library projects to 
enhance the availability of books to children and rural 
communities. Prajnana Library at Patitapaban High School  
is both a school library and public reading room. Teachers 
volunteer as the librarians and the students assist. The 
library is open to students during school hours and to the 
community as a reading room during weekends, holidays, 
mornings and evenings. The Prajnana Library is located in 
the rural Jagatsingpur district of Orissa.  

 
On February 25, 2006 the 
inauguration of the Pra-
jnana Library at Patittiapa-
ban High School took 
place in honor of Parama-
hamsa Prajnananandaji, a 
world renowned Kriya 
Yoga master whose native 
place is Orissa. Several 
members from the commu-
nity and the students at-
tended the inauguration. It 
has been reported that 
villagers began visiting the 
reading room the very next 
day.  
 

Innovative Small Libraries Expand Accessibility Of Books To Children 
Three new experimental Classroom Libraries were estab-
lished at the Pattamundai High School where 750 students 
attend. Students at this high school have almost no ac-
cess to books other than the textbooks for their classes. 
The Pattamundai High School has a library room but can-
not afford a librarian or books. After meeting with the 
headmaster and teachers, it was mutually decided that an 
experimental rotating classroom library would be estab-
lished in the three 10th standard classes (our equivalent of 
12th grade) Each class has 60 students and we pur-
chased 200 books to be rotated from student to student 
weekly.  
 
The books from Colorado touched many hands along the 
way. The children and librarians in Colorado, the college 
students from Ravenshaw College, monks who helped 
store the books, high school and college teachers from 
Orissa and the staff of Grassroots Asia all had the oppor-
tunity to work sorting the books. The one common de-
nominator was that anyone who touched the books be-
came mesmerized by them. Work was oftentimes at a 
standstill as volunteers sat and read. Everyone com-
mented on how much knowledge could be stored in a sin-
gle room. The schools have expressed sincere gratitude 
and will enjoy many hours of reading and studying thanks 
to the dedication of many who cared. What better return 
on investment... the books from Colorado cost $1 per lb. to 
send. Think of the knowledge contained in a one pound 
volume of a Britannica Encyclopedia!   

Paramahamsa Prajnananandaji 
views children’s periodicals at the 
inauguration of Prajnana Library 

Students at the inauguration of their 
high school library, the first of its 
kind to also serve as a public read-
ing room for the villages. Over 400 
students attend Patitapaban High 
School 

SAMVAV YOUTH CENTER IN KOLKATA 
 
Books were purchased for the small Samvav 
Youth Center Library, where many teens come to 
study and read. Educational software was also 
purchased for the computer training that Grass-
roots Asia funded last year. The youth center is 
managed by Sanlaap, a Kolkta based NGO that 
serves children from 
the red light dis-
tricts. Counseling, 
vocational training 
and micro-loans are 
also provided. (See 
story on page 3) 
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Grassroots Asia supports grassroots projects providing emergency relief, basic care 
and education to children and the underprivileged.  We seek a high social return on 

investment, support well-managed projects and place a strong emphasis on self-
sufficiency.  Priority is given to those who are engaged in selfless service to humanity.  

 

 100% of all contributions go directly to projects 
 

970.923.1700 or www.GrassrootsAsia.org  
for information and on-line donations  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grassroots Asia is a 501(c)3 non-profit,  tax-exempt organization 

Donate a Classroom Library  
for only $100 

Classroom Libraries  
provide books directly to  
children and are rotated  
child-to-child each week 

Shraddha Bhaban Rescue Home in Bhubaneswar 

The Grassroots Asia dairy at the 
Saraswati Charitable School 

now has 15 cows who are turning 
a 40% profit for the school and 
supplying the children with milk. 

 
They are seeking to build a per-
manent cow shed and irrigation 

system for their new garden. 
Each project will cost $1000  

 
The school has been established 

on 50 acres outside Puri for  
children who are blind, deaf and 

have physical or mental  
limitations.  

Above: Children from the Saraswati 
School with a calf. Behind them is the 
temporary cow shed.  

Grassroots Asia recently 
went through a full review 
of Shraddha Bhaban, the 
short- stay rescue home 
for women and children 
that opened two years ago 
in Bhubaneswar, Orissa’s 
capital.  
 
Ruchika Social Services, 
the NGO who manages the project and 
Grassroots Asia met for many hours dis-
cussing the lives of the residents of 
Shraddha Bhaban, budgets and strate-
gies for the future.  
 
We found the success rate of rehabilita-
tion was unbelievably high. Many of the 
women have been through nursing train-
ing or other vocational programs and 
placed in jobs. Others, with the help of 
counseling, have been 
reunited with their 
families.  
 
Last year Grassroots 
Asia helped to fund  
Helpline, the 24-hour 
hotline currently oper-
ating from the same 
building. Helpline now 
receives over 500 calls per week from 
destitute women and children. The Gov-
ernment of Orissa Women and Child De-
velopment enlisted the aid of another 
local Orissa-based NGO to help with the 
financing. Now Helpline is the leader 

among 30 emergency 
response hotlines in 
Orissa, providing 
training to their staff. 
 
The cases referred to 
Shraddha Bhaban 
include children from 
the red light districts 
who need safe shel-

ter, children who have been subject to 
child labor that want 
to attend school, 
abused and ne-
glected children, and 
women who are 
forced to live on the 
street. Shraddha 
Bhaban is a founda-
tion of faith, love and 
self-empowerment.  

Grassroots Asia president, Debbie  
Pennington, speaks with the manager of 
the Shraddha Bhaban prior to interview-

ing the residents. Grassroots Asia  
conducts private sessions with all of the 

women and children each year 

Grassroots Asia Incense  
Grassroots Asia has imported high quality 
temple incense in three varieties. We are 
distributing Frankincense, Himalayan Ce-
dar and Sandalwood, all hand-rolled in the 
traditional way and free from all toxins and 
chemicals. Twenty 9” sticks wholesale for  
$2.50. 100% of proceeds benefit Grass-
roots Asia. Brochures 
and newsletters are 
also provided free of 
cost. If you have a 
store and would like 
to sell the incense, 
please contact us at 
970.923.1700.  
(minimum purchase -
21 boxes) 

Grassroots Asia visited the 80 chil-
dren at the Hariharananda Balash-
ram near Pattamundai, Orissa sev-
eral times during this past visit 
January—March.  
 
The new construction for the girl’s 
dormitory and the main school 
building is progressing full speed 
ahead. With the help of a donation 
by the Duane Stranahan family 
trust and other individuals Grass-
roots Asia was able to make a do-
nation to aid the construction of the 
buildings. 
 
The Hariharananda Balashram has 
been developed as a resident 
home and school for destitute chil-
dren in Orissa, where they receive 
quality care and education. In addi-
tion to all of the academic studies, 
the curriculum also  includes four 
languages, spiritual studies, the 
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arts and physical education.  
 
Last year Grassroots Asia established  
a dairy. The twenty cows have now 
given birth to 18 calves for a total of 38 
dairy cows which produce 100 liters of 
milk a day for the children. Cow dung is 
used for alternative energy and the ex-
cess milk is traded in the local market 
for vegetables and money to fund 
kitchen expenses at the school.  
 
The Hariharananda Balashram is an 
ambitious attempt to build a model insti-
tution of love and learning for children 
throughout Orissa whose parents are 
not in a position to care for them and 
who are extremely poor. The school is 
the brainchild of Paramahamsa Pra-
jnanandaji and is managed by Prajnana 
Mission in Cuttack, Orissa. 

Hariharananda Balashram Construction Moves at Blazing Speed 
40 New Children to Arrive in May. Total now at 120 Children! 

The schoolhouse will include three classrooms, a principal’s office, staff room, toilets,  
library and multi-media/computer room  

Construction of Girl’s Dormitory 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL  
MATCHING GRANT 

 
Grassroots Asia has teamed with the 
Snowmass Village Rotary on an interna-
tional matching grant project involving 
the Colorado district, the local 
Kendrapara Rotary and the Orissa Dis-
trict Rotary. We 
are awaiting the 
final decision from 
Rotary Interna-
tional for the funds 
for books, school 
furnishings, bed-
ding, toilets and 
computers for the 
children at the 
Kendrapara 
School for the Mentally  
Retarded, the Kendrapara School for the 
Blind and the Hariharananda Balashram.  
 
The Rotary grant enabled Grassroots 
Asia to secure a letter of commitment to 
also build two new resident homes and 
schools for the Kendrapara School for 
the Blind and Kendrapara School for 
Mentally Retarded. One mother who has 
a son at the mentally retarded school 
had tears flowing when we brought the 
news. They have waited years to move 

from the 
dismal build-
ing that they  
currently 
occupy. 

 

Teens Apply for Micro-Loans to Develop Small Businesses 
 

Grassroots Asia and Sanlaap, an NGO working in the red-light districts of  
Kolkata, have partnered to offered micro-loans to women and teens who want 
to develop small businesses or invest in their future. More than 100 proposals 
have been received that reveal their hopes and dreams for a better life. “To 

read through the applications is really an 
eye-opener. Requests are modest and 
many of them are good ideas. I have 
seen such a change in their self-
confidence over the last two years since 
we opened the center,” says Debbie 
Pennington, president of Grassroots 
Asia. Counselors at Sanlaap are evaluat-
ing each proposal based on the children 
that they know so well. A report on the 
application process will follow in the next 
issue of On The Ground. Kendrapara School for the Mentally Retarded 

Headmaster of Balashram 
with Kendrapara Rotary 
representative Chowdry 

Samvav provides computer training to teens 
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