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A Tribute to Our Donors 
Grassroots Asia would like to acknowledge a few donors that have made this past year a huge 
success. Here is a tidbit on some of the people who have been responsible for changing thousands 
of lives. We wish we could list you all: 
Duane Stranahan Estate— The Duane Stranahan Estate, managed by his children, has been the 
driving force behind all of the Grassroots Asia projects. Since the inception of Grassroots Asia in 2003, the 
Duane Stranahan Estate has been the number one donor for every fund that Grassroots Asia has developed. 
They have not only given funds, but they have given heart, mind, inspiration and time, essential to the success 
of the projects. I only wish they could physically see the smiles that they have created. Their contribution will last 
generations in India. Thanks to the Stranahan family for making Grassroots Asia possible! 
Community Foundation of Tompkins County—This new donor surprised me one day with a phone call after 
seeing the On The Ground newsletter. They were interested in the work we were doing in Orissa, offered a do-
nation and expressed that they may be interested in on-going support. Welcome aboard and thank you!  
Snowmass Village Rotary– The Snowmass Village Rotary has been a supporter of the Hariharananda Balash-
ram project in Pattamundai, India. Eighty under-privileged children now receive quality care, education and lots 
of love. Grassroots Asia and Snowmass Village Rotary are currently working on a matching grant with the 
Orissa Rotary to fund furnishings for both the Hariharananada Balashram and the Kendrapara School for the 
Blind and Deaf. Thanks again to all the Snowmass Village Rotarians!  
The Golden Key— The Golden Key has guaranteed to cover the cost of administrative expenses, staff and 
equipment so that Grassroots Asia can continue to apply 100% of donor funds to the programs and services for 
children and underprivileged.  
 

Our $500+ list: 
Aspen High School    Stephan & Heather Isberian  
Aspen Valley Hospital    Judy Jeffrey 
Jim & Martha Benson    Lynne Mace 
John Fowler     Jim and Phyllis McInnis 
Diane Garzoli-Gardener    Jimmy McInnis 
Fred and John Gamble    Warren Pennington 
Garfield & Hecht, PC    Wendy Perkins and Perkins Foundation  
Goldrich Family Foundation   Pitkin County Library   
Adam Goldsmith    Ken Ransford, PC 
Kay Hannah 

Non Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Aspen, Colorado 
Permit No. 195 

 

P.O. Box 6750 
Snowmass Village, CO 81615 
Tel./fax: 970.923.1700 
info@GrassrootsAsia.org 
www.GrassrootsAsia.org 

 

Volume 2, Issue 2 
October 2005  
Donor Report 

 

 On the Ground 
  Emergency Relief, Basic Care  
  and Education 
 

 www.GrassrootsAsia.org 

Currently 16 women and children, some with babies, are 
residents at the Ruchika Shraddha Bhawan, a rescue 
home and crèche for destitute women and children in  
Bhubaneswar, Orissa. This rescue home is unique,      
providing a crèche (nursery) that allows mothers to keep 
young children as well as provide longer term stays to 
those who require it. Many of these women have come 
from abusive environments, are abandoned or left        
destitute by unforeseen circumstances. The home        
provides food, shelter, clothing, music and dance classes, 
educational and vocational training opportunities,       
counseling, repatriation expenses, basic medical needs 
and a loving and safe foundation for the women to re-build 
their lives. Several of the women are enrolled in home 
nursing courses or tailoring courses and are placed in 
good jobs when they leave. At the Shraddha Bhawan,  
self-sufficiency and making a contribution is emphasized. 
Having a skill and an education help to secure future 
choices. 
 
This past July and August, Grassroots Asia visited the 
project and interviewed each woman individually, discuss-
ing how they came to be at the home and what their plan 
was for their life. This was a heartfelt moment for those 
who did the interviewing. All was shared: despair, fear, 
love and hope. This is when you realize that it is the giver 
that is blessed with all the rewards. One child asked     
sincerely during the interview,  “Why do you care about 
us?” The interpreter, a perfectly controlled and detached 
Brahmin had streaming tears, as did the president of 

Grassroots Asia, Debbie    
Pennington. How do you     
answer that? 
   
No one gets a free ride at the 
Shraddha Bhawan and no 
one wants to. Several of the 
women have infant children in 
the crèche. They are able to 
go to work during the day and 
come back to the home for 
their meals and to see their 
children. Meals are charged 
at a reasonable rate for those 
that work. Six have enrolled in 
the three-month nursing train-
ing that begins January. 
       

Shraddha Bhawan Rescue Home and Helpline 
In Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India 

Others are in bridge schools or studying in the government 
school. Bicycles can be arranged for a fee and residents are 
to make regular payments through work in order to fulfill that 
commitment.  
 
A field trip was arranged 
for the group to go to Puri 
to visit an ashram, the  
Jagganath Temple and the 
ocean. This was a new  
adventure for them. Some 
had not ever been out of 
the capital, and some 
never to the beach. The 
trip to Puri was $50.00 for 
20  people. 
 
Grassroots Asia is in for 
the long haul, but is also      
encouraging the women 
and managers to think 
about ways they can make 
t h e  r e s c u e  h o m e            
self-sufficient by 2007. 
Counseling is always   
available to discuss future 
plans and provide support.       

Helpline 
Helpline answers 500 calls a week from destitute women 
and children in Orissa’s capital, Bhubaneswar.  
 

Helpline is a joint venture between Orissa Women and 
Child Development and Grassroots Asia. It is located in the    
Shraddha Bhawan building which enables it to keep costs 
down and also provide 
potential employment 
for the women at the   
Shraddha Bhawan. 
Some of the employ-
ees were once in the 
same situation.  
 

Aid is provided 
to everyone, free of 
charge. 

Above: Women and children from 
Shraddha Bhawan ride in the bus 
on a field trip to Puri.  
 
 

Below: at the Puri seashore, a first 
experience for many of the women 

Two children who live at 
the Shraddha Bhawan 

crèche. 
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Hariharananda Charitable Medical Clinic  
in Cuttack, Orissa Opens 

OB-GYN Unit 
A new OB-GYN unit was built at the Hariharananda 
Charitable Health Clinic in Cuttack, Orissa earlier this 
year. The clinic is expected to treat thousands of 
women who cannot afford health care. Doctor visits 

and prescriptions 
are provided for 
the cost of one 
rupee ($ .02). 
Grassroots Asia 
helps aid the 
clinic by contrib-
uting towards the 
Doctors’ salaries 
and medications.  

books. The school is an English me-
dium school, so donated English books 
go to good use. Additional library 
books are being purchased in the 
Orissa and Hindi languages. 
 
On this past visit in July and August, 
furnishings and supplies were pur-
chased, signs made and bookshelves 
built as books were beginning to arrive. 
Construction is underway and the inau-
guration will take place in December. 
Details will be published in the next 
issue of On The Ground. 

About Grassroots Asia... 
Grassroots Asia supports grassroots projects providing emergency 

relief, basic care and education for children and the underprivileged.  
We seek a high social return on investment, support well-managed 

projects and place a strong emphasis on self-sufficiency.  
Aid recipients must be engaged in selfless service to humanity.  

 

 100% of all contributions go  
directly to projects. 

Phone 970.923.1700  
 

Visit www.GrassrootsAsia.org  
for information and  
on-line donations 

Grassroots Asia is a 501(c)3 non-profit,  
tax-deductible organization 

Grassroots Asia is continuing to 
develop Prajnana Libraries in 
rural areas of Orissa. These will 

be small multi-lingual,  
multi-media learning centers  

for schools and  
village communities.  

The books will provide quality in-
formation to those who would not 

normally have access to it. 
 

If you would like to sponsor  
shipping costs for the books 

($1.00 per pound), please con-
tact us at (970) 923-1700.   

Patittapaban High School  
Begins New Library Construction 

The new Prajnana Library at the Patitapa-
ban High School is currently underway. 
Over one ton of books were shipped to 
India from the Roaring Fork Valley in Colo-
rado. These donations from local schools 
and the Pitkin County Library will be used 
to build a quality library in a rural area of 
Orissa, India where books are extremely 
limited. The library will serve the children 
who attend the school as well as the entire 
community. Prajnana Library (Prajnana 
means “highest wisdom”) will be open on 
evenings, weekends and holidays to the 
public as a reading room. 
 
Patittapaban High School teaches stan-
dards 1-10 (our equivalent of grades 1-12) 
to over 350 students from several villages 
in a remote rural area of Orissa. The fami-
lies are extremely poor and children in this 
area do not normally have access to 

Above: Children curiously watch as Grassroots 
Asia makes plans with the teacher’s for a new 
library at their school. 

Students, Patitapaban High School 

Grassroots Asia has begun  
a new dairy for the 100  

handicapped children at the 
Saraswati Charitable School in 
Balighai. Look for details in the 
next issue of On The Ground.  

We are now seeking sponsors 
for cows. One cow costs $225 

and includes a picture of the cow. 

Above: Children from the Saraswati 
School with a calf. Behind them is the 
temporary cow shed.  

Grassroots Asia visited the 80 chil-
dren at the Hariharananda Balash-
ram near Pattamundai, Orissa  
during July.  
 
The new construction for the girl’s 
dormitory and the main school 
building is progressing full speed 
ahead. With the help of a donation 
by the Duane Stranahan family 
trust Grassroots Asia was able to 
make a donation for the construc-
tion of the buildings. 
 
This visit we were able to partici-
pate in their Annual Blessings Day, 
when the school celebrates its one 
year anniversary with programs 
conducted by the children them-
selves. Hatha Yoga asanas and 
cultural dances were performed. 
Children offered flowers to their 
teachers and were treated to 
sweets.  
 
The Hariharananda Balashram 
was developed as a resident home 
and school for destitute children in 
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Orissa, where they receive quality care 
and education. In addition to all of the 
academic studies, the curriculum also  
includes four languages, spiritual stud-
ies, the arts and physical education.  
 
Last year Grassroots Asia donated a 
dairy. The twenty cows have now given 
birth to 18 for a total of 38 dairy cows 
which produce 100 liters of milk a day 
for the children. Cow dung is used for 
alternative energy and the excess milk 
is traded in the local market for vegeta-
bles. The project is an ambitious at-
tempt to build a model institution of 
love and learning for impoverished and 
destitute children. 
 
Grassroots Asia is committed to its 
long-term support and is taking dona-
tions to help with the construction. 
(970) 923-1700. 

ASHRA’s Vocational Training 
Unit Expands Again 

Hariharananda Balashram Undergoes Construction for 
New Schoolhouse and Girl’s Dormitory 

Children at the Balashram play soccer on  
the playground 

Grassroots Asia began the first voca-
tional training unit for mentally ill 
women in Bhubaneswar last year. 
We started with an experimental pa-
per-making business at the same 
time that ASHRA, the local NGO who 
operates the project, moved to a new 
facility. The State of Orissa Women 
and Child Development Organization 
purchases their products for govern-
ment schools. This has been ex-
tremely successful. The women ex-
panded the program to include chalk-

making and the production of bam-
boo products. Grassroots Asia has 
donated supplies to continue expand-
ing the vocational training at ASHRA 
and to develop a savings account 
program.   

Left: Construction at the Balashram 

Donor Tour to Orissa 
 

Grassroots Asia is considering  
a Donor Tour of projects in 2006.  
Donors will pay their own airfare 
and expenses and will decide on 
projects that they would like to 
fund at the conclusion of the 

tour.  Anyone interested in join-
ing the tour to India should 

phone (970) 923-1700. 

SAMVAV Youth Center in Kolkata 
 

Sanlaap, a Kolkata-based NGO working in the red-light districts has inaugu-
rated the new Red Light Bus which was partially donated by Grassroots Asia. 
The bus will provide transportation to 
teens in four red-light districts in south 
Kolkata who wish to attend programs at 
Samvav Youth Center. Samvav is a 
place where they can study, receive 
counseling and participate in vocational 
training. Transportation will be provided 
free of cost and is expected to double 
participation. Grassroots Asia’s next visit 
will be in January and a report of this visit 
will be in our next issue of On The 
Ground. 
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