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“What was it like” ?
A nine year old boy runs across the top of a
mass grave looking through bodies for his
parents.... a mother hears on the radio that a
30 ft. wave struck the beach where her chil-
dren are playing and runs to the beach, only
to find them dead... the unfolding grief on the
faces of parents who are brought their young
daughters body...an old
man collapsing in your
arms sobbing when you
offer food for his family
of 10 after his only son’s 2%
death...a man shaves his
head, thanking God for
finding a picture of his
wife who perished in the
tsunami with all of his
children....an old lady
wandering through the
debris that once was her
home, holding her
grandchild, the only
other family survivor... a
25 yr. old boy who lost
13 members of his family...a woman who’s
family has farmed their land for generations
looks out at a dead crop and begins to cry
because the land will not be able to be culti-
vated for 15 years due to the salt... and then
a body rolls up on the beach....
This is the only way | know how to respond to
the question, “What was it like"?
-Debbie Pennington,
Grassroots Asia

And now the story...
Grassroots Asia responded
to the tsunami only days af-
ter the disaster occurred with
$10,000 in cash and over
$20,000 in medical equip-
ment, pharmaceuticals, wa-
ter purification kits, tents and
other supplies. Transporta-
tion of supplies was made
possible with the coopera-

Above: Porters help load supplies
into a Chennai taxi, headed to
Nagappattinum. They refused tips
with heartfelt gratitude for helping
with the tsunami

Destroyed boats littered the center of
Nagappattinum town
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Tsunami Leaves Thousands Dead in Tamil Nadu, India

Grassroots Asia Responds Within Days

tion of United Airlines, Indian Airlines and
the Indian Navy. Grassroots Asia presi-
dent Debbie Pennington left Aspen,
Colorado for Tamil Nadu in Southern
India on December 30. United Airlines at
Aspen airport gave her a baggage ex-
emption and cleared her to Bangkok with
400 Ibs. of relief material. Donors were
aware that she was taking the
risk of getting the supplies

.z from Bangkok to India. Things
¢ & looked grim in Bangkok when
Indian Airlines delayed her for
five hours before allowing her
to board for Chennai. Amaz-
ingly the plane was delayed
the exact amount of time and
she was cleared as the last
person to board the flight. Cus-
toms officials in Chennai
waved her through, and por-
ters helped her load a taxi to
Nagappattinum, seven hours
away (see photo left).

Above: A mass grave in seen in the
foreground, where hundreds of bodies
were cremated only a couple days
before. Destroyed fishing boats are
seen in the background, never to be
used again. 3,000 people perished on
this beach on that fatal Sunday morn-
ing, December 26. One third were
children. Family homes were turned
into family graves.

SCORD (Society of Community Organi-
zation and Rural Development) aided
Grassroots Asia efforts in Nagappatti-
num, the most affected area in India. In
only a few minutes several thousand had
lost family members, homes and liveli-
hood. Local aid agencies did not have
the funds needed to help and interna-
,tional aid agen-
cies were just
beginning to ar-

N rive. All were

& scurrying to get
organized while
locals did their
best to help those
¥ affected. Shelters
% and medical sta-
tions were set up
to help those
most in need.

After long delays purchasing supplies in
Chennai for an Auroville fishing village we
arrived at dusk for distribution, not know-
ing how we would be able to get it all
done. Nuns from a nearby church ap-
peared like angels from nowhere to help
Grassroots Asia staff prepare bags of toi-
letry items for 600 families.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Tsunami (cont. from page 1)

The Indian government had done a
good job of responding with medical
services due to concern over the
spread of disease. Grassroots Asia
met with the commander in chief of the
Indian Navy in charge of the tsunami
relief efforts and donated the medical
equipment and many of the water puri-
fication kits to an Indian Navy ship that
had been converted into a floating hos-
pital, bound for remote areas of Indo-
nesia.

The first 24 hours was
spent visiting shelters
and the villages that
sustained the most
damage. We spoke
with aid agencies,
shelter staffs, village
panchayats (leaders)

and those families most People wanted to Ieave shelters an
return home to rebuild their lives

affected. Six villages
were targeted for aid. Lists of names,
heads of household and basic needs
were created. Aid was personally deliv-
ered to each family. The most re-
guested item was a bar of soap.
Grassroots Asia distributed supplies to
700 families consisting of several toi-
letry items, clothes, tents, food and
stoves. Children received vitamins and

On the Ground

Grassroots Asia helps a woman, who has lost her home, set up a tent from REI Grand Junction

(left). Two families share a 2-room tent from Factory Surplus Glenwood Springs (right)

" energy bars and moth-
= ers with infants were
given formula and spe-
| & cialty items for the ba-
¥ bies. After completing
"_ _work in Nagappattinum,
Grassroots Asia moved
§| to Auroville, to help aid
g 600 families in two
d Mmore fishing villages.

“This was the reason |
created Grassroots Asia”, says presi-
dent and founder Debbie Pennington.
“Not only were we able to respond
quickly, we were able to identify what
wasn't being done and address the
needs of the individual villages and
families. Larger aid agencies are
needed for the big work, but duplica-
tion, high administrative costs, slow
response and not engaging the people
who are receiving aid is a problem.
Families were sitting with bags of rice
and fuel, but no stove or wood to cook
with. The government promised cash,
but that will take months”. She contin-

~ ues, “To look into the eyes of someone

who has tears of gratitude for the basic
things we take for granted leaves a
lasting impression. | thank God and
the donors for the opportunity to deliver
the message of love and hope”.

It counted!
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MOBILE DENTAL CLINIC IN ORISSA

4 Prajnana Mission and Cuttack School of Dentistry in

| Orissa continue to treat hundreds of children in rural
Ll schools with donated supplies. The program has
been a huge success.

MOBILE DENTAL CARE IN CAMBODIA

. Ankhor Children’s Hospital in Seam Reap has treated
fl hundreds of rural villagers and children with the do-

nated equipment from Grassroots Asia.

THANK YOU TO ALL DONORS
WHO MADE THE TSUNAMI
RELIEF EFFORT A SUCCESS!!!
Donors $500+
Aspen Valley Hospital OR
Aspen Valley Hospital Pharmacy
St. Mary’s Hospital Pharmacy
Ute Mountaineer
Factory Surplus
REI Grand Junction
Garfield & Hecht and Staff
Ken Ransford, PC
Fred & John Gamble
Dianne Garzoli
Dr. Giori Hahn
Adam Goldsmith
Lynne Mace / Toklat Gallery
Group of Massage Therapists
John Fowler
Wendy Perkins
Kay Hannah
I wish I could list you all. Every
donation counted so much.

About Grassroots Asia...
Grassroots Asia supports grassroots
projects in Asia which offer a high social
return on investment. Emphasis is placed
on emergency relief, basic care and
education for children and the
underprivileged.

100% of all contributions go
directly to projects.
Grassroots Asia is a 501(c)3 non-profit,
tax-deductible organization.

Phone 970.923.1700
www.GrassrootsAsia.org
On-line donations accepted







